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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

October 27, 19 55 


Mr, Lewis C. Coffin 

Assistant Oirector, Processing Department 
Library of Congress 
Washington 25, D, C, 


■pR0CESSlNGl^ !1IENT 

NOV S '955 

received 0 *'' 


Dear Lewis: 


This letter is a continuation of my report of last week which 
I interrupted in order to make the pouch, 

Simply to continue where I left off, after returning to Moscow 
I left for Kiev, Rostov, Tiflis, and Baku, The book buying I was 
able to do in Kiev was the most successful of any I have done so 
far. I bought all the non-technological publications of the Ukgfrinlan 
Academy of Sciences I could find plus significant parts of scholarly 
publications of various Ukrainian and Caucasian universities and 
academies. All this was purchased in the Academy of Sciences book 
store in Kiev, which is well stocked and much of sSwtVh material is 
not available in Moscow, I also secured copies of the Ukrainian 
Academy of Sciences catalog for 1955 for L.C, and for the uni veraitiea , 
If there are titles In the catalog which you do not have or which I 
did not buy (you will know which titles I got when the books reac% 
you in about a month), I think it will be possible to order these , 
titles from Mezh - kniga . I say, ”i think, ” because I have not yet 
had time to ask Mezh - knlga whether they will take orders for books 
published outside of Moscow and not easily obtainable here. However, 
in view of their co-operative attitude on other matters, and in view 
of the fact that Academy of Sciences publications are easier to order 
from the provinces than other books, the chances are very good that 
Mezh - kniga will co-operate. I will let you know about this definitely 
before you receive the catalog. I will also send to you and to the 
universities copies of an older catalog of the Ukrainian Academy of 
Sciences covering the last few years. Most of the books listed 
there, if you do not have them, you can now only get on exchange 
from the Academy of Sciences library, if they have extra copies of 
them. 


In Kiev I also visited the university and the local Academy of 
Sciences, The reception I got at the university was cordial in the 
extreme. They have received very few American publications in the 
past 15 years, and now that at last they have permission to exchange 
directly with American institutions they are extremely eager to do 
so. Unfortunately, they had no printed catalog of their publi cat lone , 
but they amount roughly to this: A well-developed eeries of Uchenye 
Zap 1 ski and monographic editions, which are put out only by the most 
Important universities. All thi3, of course, is available on exchange* 
Also the university agreed to do what Tashkent agreed to, that is, to 


State Dept, declassification 

Approved For Refeas< 


ease 



00290003-4 






. . {• 


ym 


* * 


Approved For Rele a*e 2001/03/02 : CIA-RDP68-0006^000j 00290003-4 


- 2 - 

subscribe to local Ukrainian newspapers, magazines, reviews etc 

SS & sps s&si-n. ?: 

tom s r rS s^iirijssj.f^srs: from 

enin Library and the Union Academy of Sciences, to obtain foreign 
currency to subscribe to these periodicals thewelves: therefore 8 

MezLSi^rsells^uL^Uf^nr,^ 0 ^*-!:*^®* ° n other hand » although 

*V™ selL% J Sb^i^? c n ns t :o 8 :n; P the / ^fL a l ^ ^ £ 

nly way for us to acquire a significant part of what we want Of 
course, as in Tashkent, I committed no one to such an exchS^ «x 

Ca S\? arv !£ d ' Wh ° 1 toow 13 interested. I aimoly slid that^f P IT 
and the other libraries might be interested and you *&Am do'what 

^.nges^d ^tTol {^“f 

r^TtSVJir.inzi si r oif r u 

im s pr“:b?n«“”u ?or ^f P fL fa ], r Lro£K 5?^-^^L*^ 

, . ■! forgot to mention that the university in Tashkent 

v?Iw r U *h r qul r; n * th * ""Ibutos of the seme coLittiwU In 

*i»o th(ik%if I iUU ltr ’d ,ge, ' I1 ® 3! ’ to obtaln American material 1 ? 
also think that they would be willing to purchase for American 

1 r b r^ Pi * a ? 0t ° nly nkrsiniftn periodicals, but also publications 
nIhif e M Vari J US Ukrainian ministries, or simoly of the local state 
publishing house. Unfortunately, I van unable to JmL. * 

llll ^ 5 tlmr.^ n b i1,r ‘ hl L thS l0 ^ -tp™ b 0 Jh V ?:ciSa S . t0 0?° rT 

lack oi time and because the main non-academi r bnnV ,f n «. , , 

for inventory while I wa, In Kiev. Soever? of a”*,. 0 !!” 4 

amallL t ?ih° r ' t 1Sn our r* no * ° r ‘he uni vers 1 1 lea, and In general of tb. 
la ® U . brarlea, nalc.a exchange the logical lay to dfbullneaa 

thl^k moat !}“t! helr , * D petlte for American booke la growing, i 
think moat of them would be willing to acquire local oublti.LJL 

for ua on a fairly large aoale, This was the very dlSblMt 
I received In Taahkent and Kl ? v, an* aa ,ou will aee bel«? In ???*£? 

^°d n tJ^ g * of C Sclenoei n in*Taehkent*^Alma'*Ati^ , ~ 

rather mysterT^TIs to me, s fnc e 111 The G^ v^-TTSm and ae.SII?— ^ 

I > vl ?U: d hlT “ st,U<1 that dlba “ .Lha^cc^r. now Sjowid 

Why Kiev should be an axceptlon I don't know. It may be thit thT^ ‘ 
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other institutions I visited, because they are smaller thafl Kiev, 

* and until now have had almost no exchanges, either direct or Indirect, 
with the West, are simply inexperienced and don't know what they 
are doing, whereas Kiev, which has always received material ffrom 
the outside, knows better what the rules and procedures are; or it 
may be that through some oversight Kiev has not been informed that 
policy has changed in the past three months; or it may be that be- 
cause Kiev is the tmrd largest book center in the Soviet Union that 
the Ministry of Culture has made an exception in its case and de- 
cided to keep i 1 3 exchanges under centralized control, I don’t 
think that the first supposition is true, because Soviet organiza- 
tions are very cautious and would never commit themselves to direct 
exchanges (some of them such as Kazan have already started such ex- 
changes) unless they had explicit permission to do so. Which of the 
other suppositions is true, if either, I just don't know. In any 
event, the Kiev Academy of Sciences said that it was quite eager to 
exchange with America, and that its whole list of publications was 0 
available for this purpose, but that it would continue to exchange 
through Leningrad. When I go back to Leningrad in November I will 
let them know that American libraries would prefer to exchange 
directly with Kiev, and ask if something might be done. 

From Kiev I went tc Rostov, where I spent only one ^ay. The 
day was a Sunday, so it was impossible to call at the university. 
However, at the book store they told me that the university pub- * 

lishes only its' Uchenye Zapiski , and this not too regularly. The 
book store had no uni ve r sit y publ i e at i ons in stock; Rostov Is 
rather obviously not a very important publishing or intellectual 
center. However, what they do have they would most probably be 
willing to exchange, the way the other universities are; therefore, 
a letter to them would probably bring positive results. In Rostov 
I bought all of the local publications I could find and they were 
not numerous, as you will see when you receive them in another 
month or two. 

From Rostov I went to Tiflia , with a stop-over in Sochi to 
see the sights. In Tiflis I visited both the university and the 
Academy of Sciences. Both stated quite unequivocally that they had 
permission to exchange directly with the West, and both are very 
Interested to do so. As in Tashkent and Kiev, the university 
agreed to subscribe to local publications and purchase locally 
printed books for American libraries on the same bails as the univer- 
sities of Tashkent and Kiev. The Academy of Sciences also aeid its 
entire list of publications was available on exchange. To both 
university and the Academy of Sciences I promised that they would 
soon have letters from you and from the six universities about 
establishing exchanges. In the case of the universities I said that 
each would send Its catalog; In the case of L.C. I simply said that 
you would write. However, the Academy of Sciences said that they 
intended to ask you for some sort of bibliography of American pub- 
lications, since like most provincial centers in the Soviet Union 
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they are pretty much in the dark about what is printed in the State*. 
In Tiflis I also made large purchases, both in the Academy book store 
and in the principal general book store, of material printed both 
in Georgia and In Armenia. The output of books in Tiflis is quite 
large, somewhat behind Kiev, but ahead of Tashkent; in other 
words, one of the most Important provincial book centers in the 
foviet Union. As In Tashkent; and Alma-Ata, both the university and 
the Academy of Sciences are relatively recent f oun iations JTas in 
Central Asia, are growing? very fast and their book outnut is 

growing correspondingly. The publications of the Academy of 
Sciences are already quite numerous (third largest ampng the academies 
of the Soveit Union, to my knowledge) and. are increasing each year. 

In other words, it is none too soon to* VxehangeC' thev are eagerly 
awaiting your letter. <x ' 

From Tiflis I went to Baku. Tn Baku I only had one day, since 
my plane ticket back to Moscow was already bought and I didn’t want 
^° J ri 8k a lon ^ dolay Jn trying to change it. U U e to lack of tim*. 

I didn’t get either to the university or the Academy of Sciences* 
However, T don’t think this Is any great loss, since neither of them 
Is as important as the corresponding institutions in Tiflis. I had 
heard this before T arrived end t>e small quantity of their publi- 
cations in the book stores bore out the fact. All the same,' Uidging 
from my experience with other universities and academies, I am 
sure they would resoon 3 favorably to any offer of exchange from ua. 
Aitbough Baku is net a very great publishing center, except for „ 
material in Azerbaijani and on the local oil industry, it has excel- 
lent book stores in which it is often possible to ffnd material 
published in Moscow or Leningrad but alrea iy sold out In throttles. 

In particular, the Knlzhnyl Paas azh is an excellent store, to my 
knowledge one of the two or three largest In the Soviet Union. I 
spent most of my time there and acquired a rather large quantity of 
material published both In the Caucasus and in Moscow, which we 
most probably don’t have. 


Prom Baku T returned directly to Moscow. While in the faucasus 
I discovered that I coiud have gone to Erevan if I had wanted (in 
Moscow I had not been told this), but I decided against it since 
at that point I was simply not up to another two nights in a Russian 
train. Travel in this country is both exasperating and exhausting, 
and after six weeks of it I had had enough. In addition, I had 
already bought a rather large quantity of Armenian publications in 
llills ana Baku, which made it somewhat less necessary to visit the 
book stores in Erevan; also, in view of my experience in other 
universities and academies, I am sure that the corresponding insti- 
tutions In Erevan are wllLirg to exchange and that this could be 
started without my paying a visit to them. However, I would advise 
you to write to them first and not to wait for them to propose ex- 
changes, since my experience with provincial institutions has 
indicated that, although they have permission to exchange, they 

v l r l "fi 1 §° flbout lt > and consequently are not 

inclined to take the initiative. 
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To §uw up feho impressions gathered In my travels, I think that 
the following generalisations hold. First, the only Important book 
publishing oent era outside of Moscow and Leningrad are the capitals 
Of the various Soviet Republics: Kiev, Tiflis, Tashkent, Baku, 
eto., and X am sure Minskf^K'hough I have not been there. Of 
these, fif and away the most important la Kiev, and then, some dia- 
tance after, Tiflls and Tashkent., The provincial cities of the 
Russian Republic , such as Gorki, Kuibyshev, Kazan, Rostov, and also 
I am sura Kharkov and Odessa, are not very important centers. Almost 
all of the high class and worthwhile material put out by their learned 
institutions appears . in the publications of the -central Academy 
of Sciences or in one or another branch of the state publishing 
house. That small fraction of the -provincial output which does not 
appear at the center appears in tne Uo henye Zap! ski of the various 
Universities and these you will soon Se receiving. In other words, 
what really counts is Moscow, Leningrad, and the capitals of the . 
various Soviet Republics. Second, all of the provincial institutions 
X visited, with the exception cf the Kiev Academy of Sciences, 
willing, and indeed eager, to exchange directly with America. More- 
over, since most of these institutions are both recent in foundation 


and inexperienced in dealing with the outside, v/s would probably get 
better results if we took the initiative in writing to them, than 
if we waited for them to write to us. Third, although I know it is 
somewhat unwise to believe too much in Russian pron^ses, the impres- 
sion I have gained, both in the provinces and in Moscow, is that 
the government is at present quite deeply committed to renewing ? 
cultural contact with the outside, in particular with America. I . 
may be sticking my neck out, but I think we can take them at their 
word. Of course, the line may rhfcnge any time, but such a change 
©Ortainly doesn’t seem imminent at present. It is my opinion that 
we would be mistaken to Judge the present situation in terms of 
Our unpleasant experiences with Russian libraries over the last ten 
years. Finally, I think that the main difficulties in getting books 
Out of the Russians at present will come from the inefficiency and 
the limited facilities for answering oar requests, rather than from 
deliberate obstructionism. For instance, the question of micro- 
films: In the course of my travels I discovered that neither Tiflis 

nor Tashkent had independent microfilming facilities, and that a 
request for microfilm from them would involvs sending the item in 
question to Moscow, Outside of the Lenin Library and the Academy 
of Sciences in Leningrad, the only library with independent micro- 
filming facilities - is the Academy of Sciences in Kiev, at least in 
my experience. Moreover, this morning at the Lenin Library I 
learned that although they can make microfilms, they can’t make 
photostats. In other words, library equipment, like everything els* 
here, is primitive by American standards. As long as the present 
cultural rapprochement line continues, our difficulties in dealing 
with Soviet libraries will most probably come from such causes. 

To bring you up to date on what I have been doing since I 
have returned to Moscow I will first explain my cable of last week. 


outside. 


would probably get 
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in August when I first called at the Lenin Library I was 
in formal session by the director, the assistant director, 
and the lady in charge of exchanges, (This is usual procedure 
whenever you visit an institution in this country; all business has 
t© be transacted through the top.) The first thing the director 
Afked was what specific business I wanted to discuss, both for 
the Library of Congress and for the universities. Since I had no 
specific Instructions I simply said that the American libraries 
were very desirous of obtaining Knizhnala L etopis anu at least one 
set of the back*numbers from 19^7 to 1955. ~TEey”s aid they would 
look into this matter, and then they produced a list of questions 
for me. The first of these concerned the possibility of acquiring 
.manufacturers' catalogs from you; the second. concerned what they 
interpreted to be L.C.'s refusal to take material in the humanities 
and the social sciences from them; and the third concerned their 
request for literature on library science and techniques. All I 
said was that I would transmit these requests to you. I did not 
particularly want to get into the subject of your exchanges wl t h . 
them beyond the question of Knizhnala Letopis. But since thev w 
brought these matters up and since, as T Have already said, they 
took the letter from Mr. Muraford very seriously, I felt that I had 
to give them some sort of answer, both to justify my visit and the 
letter, and in order to facilitate agreement on Knizhnaia Letopis. 

1 !° ld thdm that 1 vculd return to see them~TFmmf"~the" miiaia 

P* °® tob ® r to reply to these questions and receive tJheir answer oa 
MUShnaia Letopis . I had also given them a rather sizeable list of 
items to be microfilmed for the universities, principally Harvard/^ 
A!)d I wanted to find out what progress they were making with fchl** 

I return. 4 on., to ... them m lit. September, .t which time the?* 

whey would send Knl zhn&l a Letopi s as of the first of next vear 
J»d came through with some of "tHTlmTcrof ilms for Harvard, particu- 
la**ly the microfilming of old Issues of Pravda . The reason for 
the telegram, then, was to have something to say when I return 
Second time in order to prod them some more regarding the back 
numbers of Knizhnala Letopis and the microfilms for Harvard.' As I 
round out, microfilming here is slow and I felt that if I waited too 
long the job might not be done before I left. 

I received your telegram yesterday and returned to see the 
assistant director of Lenin Library and the woman in charge of 
exchanges this morning, since to have waited any longer might have 
m.4. the™ wonder whether X w M coming b.ck at .11. Without of 
eouree, showing thorn the telegram. I Informed them of Its contents 
As regards exchanges with them in the humanities- and the social 
sciences, they maintain that they were under the very definite 
Impression that you did not want such material and seemed surprised 
to learn that this was not the case. As regards your inability to 
supply them with manufacturers' catalogs, they claimed that you 
had done this in the past. I suggested, indirectly, that your 
inability or unwillingness to do so now mivht be connected with their 
PMt refusais to send you material, in particular such things as 
IpUfl&fiLS letopis. 1 •i- 30 tQ l d them that a letter was on its way 
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and that the matter would be clearer once it bad arrived. As re- 
gards^ the back numbers of Knlzh nala Letopis. thev said/ t-.n mint-® 
them literally, ’The question la not yet clear "^which* coufM eit-hnn 
mean that t-ey are deliberately stalling, o? Shat Sioh a ll ^e 

7JS r ° f, i ln J nS J 0b woul 1 P lacs * big strain on their facilities 

iln s?o?i a the h i y t- V ? n0 SnrDlus ccp i o s of these back numbers.’) 

K tf the interview was rather uncomfortable and inconclusive 


4 


I hope thatJ^the situation will not create any difficulties 
for you in your dealings with the Lenin Library. T don’t think so 

A hey , are obvio,;sl y government instructions to increase 

their American acquisitions, w.-lch means co-operating with AmeJicLi 
libraries. My Intention was not to get into such nrlblens' thev 
were thrust unon me simply by the fact of my ha^in, ?o Sewings 


with the Lenin Library. 1 don 


^ren 


questions raised; perhaps'you wouM° pr^fe^ l°oVrt^ +°o SenvLtll.* 
perhaps you would want to send me more detailed ins tructi ons as t« lj ’ 
tyf'’ t0 perhaps the whole matter will be 

wa?\ foe r^tv n 1 ? ne f in f 0ur cable a ^lves. In any event, I 
r f b :ar instructions from you before doln* anv^hin^ 

JL meantime, because of your suggestion that the 

to the m Jna ? Ufa ? tnrerS COri cerned, I suggested that they write 

react? Jer^i? ^ f? fc ? how the N * A * M * will 

gat th... catal og/ from thf but* If you could- 


cleared up 
will 

further, 
enin Library 


Library to exchan e 
Letopl s . as 'well as 
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perience it would be 
the book stores 
them would be from 
said, "Yes," on 


a ?,* 
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» you might propose to the Lenin 


t .ese catalogs .or back numbers of Knlzhnala 
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T r ot ie , r ^'Ovi et bibliographies you enclosed 
.* hav e looKeu over this list and from my ex- 
umsoss.ble to obtain the bibliographies in 
far as I can see the only place you could get 
tr.e Lenin Library, an i since they haven’t yet 

tbay would' say, ^ 

especially since all of them extend rather far back into 

latai™ n %??* it ‘0 

catalogs, an i you mi-^ht want to oronose * 
catalogs for t v 'e Soviet bibliographies, 
tion3 from you L will not make any such 


to them trading the American 
Of course, without instruc- 
proposal. 


d will soend the rest of mv stav in t-v,., c „ . rr * ... 

except for a short trip to Lenin^ad el?ly ? n NoJembln ^Adfn ^° W 

alau/l^the/.arTutLl 01 ' £“ F "" 111 

and 1 shall ,;et them out aa fast's, they feme/ tome tKr vLi — 300 '' 

^lltrZ Ttlk AT'Z-l s^VrlTe Wirtto "°! C “ 

wanted to get my travelling out of 'the way relativelv^arlv*?^ 1 
stay. Consequently, most of the books I bought iil/be sen/ toSLd, 
the end of my stay here and will arrive pre^fymuCh in a Suf 
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there was no -way to space them 
shipment will go o^t, 
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t Em bassy to wrap books, and sines my shipments are in excess of the 

*% regular shipments, he can take care of them only after hours. I 

• will send a separate letter to Frank Henshaw as soon as the next 

shipment is ready. 




Sincerely, 

/ ?v. 

Martin E. Malia 



p. r. Xv tu 
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